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The excellent Unlimited… a company 

that has always combined infinite 

thoughtfulness with theatrical flair.
Lyn Gardner, The Guardian

Theatre that feels like being hugged by 

an old friend, only when you walk away 

you realise there’s a note about an 

insurrectionary meeting down at the 

docks in your pocket.
Rachel, who comes to all the shows

Based at the West Yorkshire Playhouse in 

Leeds, Unlimited is what happens when 

the artists Clare Duffy, Jon Spooner and 

Chris Thorpe make new work together.



Lucy Ellinson and Brian Ferguson in MONEY The Game Show 

at The Bush Theatre (photo Simon Kane)



Not in the sense that everything will be changed, but 

that this new way of telling stories together will change 

or shift or inspire the thinking of everyone who 

participates. So we’ll all have something new to take 

back out into the world with us and thus the world will 

be changed. We don’t want to only create an 

entertainment. We absolutely want to change the world. 

For the better.

Artistic Director Jon Spooner speaking at 

The Bush Theatre’s RADAR 2013 festival

We are storytellers.

And we want to change 

the world…



2012 and 13 have been busy, 

successful years for Unlimited. 

We’ve made and told new stories 

in theatres and arts centres, 

outdoors in car parks, tents and 

fields across the UK as well as for 

TV and on the internet. And every 

year we move closer to fulfilling 

our ambition of telling our stories 

in space*.

We’ve worked with some 

outstanding theatre partners 

across England including 

Northern Stage in Newcastle, 

Warwick Arts Centre, The Bush 

Theatre in London and of course 

the West Yorkshire Playhouse in 

our home town of Leeds. But 

we’ve also been developing 

relationships and projects with 

partners in other sectors; NASA, 

the European Space Agency, the 

Met Office, NESTA, the 

Technology Strategy Board and 

the BBC are all new or ongoing 

supporters and partners as we 

continue to extend the life and 

reach of our stories beyond the 

theatre.

The following is a review of our 

most significant projects from 

2012-13 and a brief introduction 

to what we’re lining up for 2014.

Welcome to the shows. We’re 

glad you could make it.

*Yes, actually in space. More on that on p14.



A family adventure for players of 

all ages, experience and levels of 

daring. Created by Unlimited in 

collaboration with circus artist 

Layla Rosa (Shunt) and game 

design studio Hide&Seek and 

produced in association with 

West Yorkshire Playhouse.

The Giant & The Bear was 

commissioned by imove and 

made for Leeds as part of the 

official London 2012 Festival 

coinciding with the Olympic 

games. Audiences rolled up at the 

West Yorkshire Playhouse for 

games and storytelling before 

entering the Giant’s Big Top™ for 

a spectacular, heart-popping 

finale.

They cheered the death defying 

stunts of the Flying Ballerina! 

Gasped at the freakish contortions 

of Hanging Hoop Girl! They 

laughed at the Rollerskating Bear 

before finally helping him to 

realise his lifelong ambition of 

FLYING!

Development for the show was 

supported by West Yorkshire 

Playhouse's Furnace programme 

with additional support from ARC 

Stockton, The Albany and 

Jacksons Lane in London.

The Giant & The Bear

2012

A must-see for anyone with youngsters of any ages, from

toddlers to big boys [and girls], who fancy a walk on the wild side.
Yorkshire Evening Post

You can read Colin The (Flying) Circus Bear’s tips on “How To Calm Down An 

Elephant”, “How To Keep Biscuits A Secret” and “How To Remember You’re A 

Bear” at www.flyingcolin.com

http://www.flyingcolin.com
http://www.flyingcolin.com


Brilliant – my kids loved it, and 

it gave me a sense of 

spectacle that I haven’t had in 

a theatre for a while.
Farzana, mum, on The Giant & The Bear



A playful and politically sharp look 

at the roots of the 2008 financial 

crisis. A co-production with The 

Bush Theatre.

Casino and Queenie used to be 

hedge fund managers. Before the 

financial crisis of 2008, that is. 

Now, in an inspired - or desperate 

- career move, they’ve turned to 

performance art to share their 

stories of how to make (and lose) 

billions from economic downturn.

Playing with £10,000 in actual 

pound coins, audiences were 

invited to bet long, short or hedge, 

as Casino and Queenie guided 

them through a series of 

interactive games that 

demonstrated how the world’s 

economic system came to the 

precipice of collapse.

MONEY… ran for 6 weeks at The 

Bush Theatre in London before 

touring to sell out houses at 

Sheffield Crucible Studio, Brighton 

Dome, Bristol Tobacco Factory, 

Oxford Playhouse and West 

Yorkshire Playhouse in Leeds. It 

will tour again in 2014 across 

England and Scotland and a 

production is being planned in 

South Korea.

MONEY… was originally 

developed as part of the Platform 

18: New Directions Award, 

supported by The Arches, Traverse 

Theatre and National Theatre of 

Scotland.

MONEY The Game Show

2013

Join in the seriously playful conversation about money at 

www.moneythegameshow.com where you can buy a share in the show 

for £1 and have your say in what to spend up to £10,000 on.

This playful, thoughtful and riotously 

entertaining piece is right on the money...

a chilling reminder of how easily the pound 

in your pocket could be worth nothing at all. 
The Guardian

http://www.moneythegameshow.com/
http://www.moneythegameshow.com/


It makes you, as a participant in its games, feel 

silly, sordid and finally scared. It also provides the 

most ingenious and sobering explanation I’ve 

come across for the current fascination with 

zombies in our culture.
New York Times, on MONEY The Game Show

A brightly apocalyptic guide to 

the way of all lucre during the 

last couple of decades…



An edge of the seat, 

sci-conspiracy thriller about 

memory, secrets and the effects 

of sound on human beings. 

A co-production with Northern 

Stage and Warwick Arts Centre.

A remote island in the Southern 

Ocean.

A noise that never stops.

A massive iceberg in the harbour.

A body in the water.  
And a 17 year girl who is the only 

one asking any questions.

The island of Whitley (nr Antarctica, 

population 600) is home to ‘The 

Noise’ – a weird, ever changing, 

always present sound that makes 

the islanders… different. Nobody 

knows what causes it and, because 

it’s all they’ve ever known, 

everyone has stopped asking. Only 

17 year old Charlie and her best 

friend Harry, a local scientist, are still 

looking for the answers.

When a massive iceberg drifts 

improbably into the harbour one 

night and a body washes up soon 

after, Charlie finds there is no-one 

left she can trust and sets out on 

her own to uncover the truth and 

the source of The Noise.

THE NOISE is a sci-conspiracy 

thriller that was written in 

consultation with neurologist 

Professor Tim Griffiths and 

cognitive psychologist Dr Denis 

McKeown. It ran for 10 sold out 

performances at Northern Stage 

before touring to West Yorkshire 

Playhouse and Warwick Arts 

Centre with opportunities to meet 

the scientists at each venue.  

The Noise will tour again across 

the UK in 2015.

The Noise

2013

Favourite science learning: “Memory is not for remembering old things, its 

function is to notice new things.” Dr Denis McKeown

An unmissable experience.
The Chronicle



Fantastic… a thrilling and 

engaging story interweaved 

with vivid imagery and a 

comment on the world we 

live in today.
A Younger Theatre on The Noise



We are increasingly making 

stories with a ‘cross-platform 

curiosity’ – that is, with a desire 

to make and distribute them in 

other places such as the internet, 

broadcast TV and on mobile/

digital devices.

In 2013 we became one of the first 

companies to be supported by 

the Digital R&D Fund for the Arts, 

teaming up with technology 

partners Storythings and 

the Product Research Studio at 

University of Dundee, to research 

how emerging behaviours around 

mobile reading devices and 

technologies could help the 

performing arts to create new 

forms of digital storytelling based 

on the live experience.  

Working with a Community Lab of 

20 participants from West 

Yorkshire we led a collaborative, 

co-design process to explore how 

popular mobile reading devices 

(e.g. iPad, Kindle) – might allow 

readers of a digital playscript to 

experience elements of the live 

performance, in a way that 

traditional playscripts can’t.

From that process we've 

developed a beautiful, new, take-

home experience – a sort of 

digital bottle that includes sound, 

lighting and atmosphere to 

capture the essence of the live 

theatre production in a digital 

reading experience.

We’ve prototyped our new format 

by digitally publishing our latest 

play ‘The Noise’, which can be 

downloaded at uneditions.com.  

Over the first half of 2014, a series 

of other digital playscripts will be 

published to the same site, 

including contributions from the 

Royal Shakespeare Company and 

Third Angel.  The next phase of 

development will see us create a 

self-publishing platform that will 

enable writers and artists to self-

publish their own digital 

playscripts.

Digital Storytelling

2013

Experience our digital version of The Noise for free at www.uneditions.com

http://www.unlimited.org.uk/blog/?p=873
http://www.unlimited.org.uk/blog/?p=873
http://storythings.com/
http://storythings.com/
http://productresearch.dundee.ac.uk/
http://productresearch.dundee.ac.uk/
http://www.uneditions.com/
http://www.uneditions.com/


Fantastic… a thrilling and 

engaging story interweaved 

with vivid imagery and a 

comment on the world we 

live in today.
A Younger Theatre on The Noise



Our performance lecture on quantum physics The Ethics of Progress 

(made in collaboration with Professor Vlatko Vedral) continues to twist 

people’s understanding of the world. In 2012 and 13 it travelled to 

SciFest Africa in South Africa and Latitude Festival in Suffolk.

Festivals and Space

What a thought provoking, mind blowing 

and informative show :)
Dave on Facebook

Our sister organisation the Unlimited Space Agency (UNSA) also 

travelled to SciFest Africa where we ran Space Camp - our game for 

families to play as team to deal with a simulated emergency on UNSA’s 

Earth orbiting space station.

Back in the UK, UNSA was a partner in NASA’s global Space Apps 

Challenge and ran workshops at the Green Man music festival in Wales 

with astronaut instructors from the European Space Agency. Most 

excitingly, in 2013 British astronaut Tim Peake (who will fly to the 

International Space Station in 2015) became UNSA’s patron:

Thank you so much for bringing such 

outstanding work to Latitude.
Tania Harrison, Head of Arts & Comedy at Festival Republic

The Unlimited Space Agency are great. 

Their approach to inspiring children about 

science is rigorous, fun and it works! I'm 

proud to serve with them on their mission 

to inspire the next generation of scientists 

and space explorers.
Tim Peake, ESA Astronaut



Beyond re-touring MONEY The Game Show and The Noise for adult 

audiences, we’re currently in development with a stack of exciting new 

projects that will focus on our work with scientists, young people and 

digital.

AM I DEAD YET? – we’ll be creating a brand new storytelling show 

about our own mortality and our shifting understanding of death. 

Performed by Chris and Jon the show is inspired by research into 

contemporary developments in resuscitation science and made in 

collaboration with Emergency Care doctors and professionals.

PLAY DOUGH – we’ll also be making a remix of MONEY The Game 

Show for a young audience, to involve the next generation in a 

conversation about the future of money. Written and directed by Clare, 

it will premiere at the Edinburgh Festival and tour to young people 

around the UK.

UNEDITIONS – 2014 will also see the ongoing development and roll-out 

of our digital publishing platform, including an online library of plays 

for tablet devices that capture key elements of live performance.

DIGITAL DEVELOPMENT – we’re also being supported by the 

Technology Strategy Board to collaborate again with Storythings, to 

lead a series of research workshops developing new methodologies for 

software development. Building on the pioneering, user-centred design 

process undertaken during our Digital Storytelling project, we’ll work 

with the award-winning Graham Linehan (creator of Father Ted and The 

IT Crowd) to research, develop and prototype a new piece of TV 

production management software.

ASSOCIATE PRODUCER – finally we're delighted to be leading a new 

Assistant Producer Fellowship, thanks to the support of the BBC 

Performing Arts Fund. Christie Hill will be joining the team later in 2014, 

receiving a bespoke mentoring programme alongside helping us 

deliver this exciting programme of new work.

Everything we do is only possible through close collaboration with our 

brilliant audiences, collaborators, producing partners, funders and 

supporters. Thank you to all of you.

Welcome to the shows. See you in 2014.

To look forward to in 2014



UNLIMITED

www.unlimited.org.uk

Unlimited is:

Clare Duffy <@playdoctorduffy> Founding Member / Co-Director

Jon Spooner <@snoopfish> Founding Member / Creative Director

Chris Thorpe <@piglungs> Founding Member / Co-Director

Mark Hollander <@mark_hollander> Executive Director

Ric Watts <@ricwatts> Producer

Alison McIntyre <@alisonjmcintyre> Administrator

Alex Smith <@bkleeds> Bookkeeper

Christie Hill BBC Performing Arts Fellowship Assistant Producer

To contact any of us by email: firstname@unlimited.org.uk

Follow the company on twitter

www.twitter.com/untheatre

Find us on Facebook

www.facebook.com/untheatre

send us a postcard:

West Yorkshire Playhouse

Playhouse Square

Quarry Hill

Leeds LS2 7UP

call us:

+44 113 213 7249

Registered Charity No. 1117029
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